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This  Address  was  prepared  for  the  congregation  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Church,  in  consequence  of  a resolution  of  the  Convention  of  this 
Diocese  in  May  last,  whereby  it  was  enjoined  on  each  Rector,  or 
Minister  of  a parish,  to  give  such  Historical  Notices  of  his  parish 
as  may  be  necessary  to  form  a just  estimate  of  its  Rise  and  Pro- 
gress from  its  first  commencement. 


“Blessed  be  thy  name,  O Lord,  that  it  hath  pleased 
Thee  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  thy  servants  to  appropri- 
ate AND  DEVOTE  THIS  CHURCH  TO  THY  HONOR  AND  WORSHIP  ; AND 
GRANT  THAT  ALL  WHO  SHALL  ENJOY  THE  BENEFIT  OF  THIS  PIOUS 
WORK,  MAY  SHOW  FORTH  THEIR  THANKFULNESS,  BY  MAKING  A RIGHT 
USE  OF  IT,  TO  THE  GLORY  OF  THY  BLESSED  NAME,  THROUGH  JeSUS 

Christ  our  Lord.  Amen.’" 


SERMON. 


St.  Luke,  16th  Chapter,  2nd  Verse: 

“ GIVE  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  THY  STEWARDSHIP.” 


These  are  words  of  the  most  serious  and  solemn  import 
to  every  accountable  being;  to  all  such  as  throughout 
the  relations  of  human  life  are  placed  in  situations  of 
trust  and  confidence  by  those  to  whom  they  happen  to  be 
subordinate,  and  who  have  reposed  their  trust  in  them 
they  are  indeed  truly  awful ; and  were  they  so  considered 
by  the  multitudes,  who  are  thus  placed  in  their  lot  of  life, 
by  the  providence  of  Almighty  God — were  they  to  dwell  on 
their  responsibilities  during  their  proper  occasions  of  serious 
thought  by  day  and  the  silent  watches  of  the  night  season — 
should  we  hear,  do  you  think,  so  often  of  frauds  and  defal- 
cations, and  perfidious  delinquencies  as  we  do  ? Such  be- 
trayals of  trust,  involve  not  only  human  or  temporal  respon- 
sibility, but  also  what  is  infinitely  more  awful,  they  involve 
a responsibility  that  is  of  an  eternal  character ; one  that 
must  inevitably  be  accounted  for  before  the  tribunal  of  Al- 
mighty God.  This  is  most  especially  the  case  with  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.  They  are  re- 
sponsible in  a minor  or  less  sense  to  the  people  to  whom 
they  minister,  and  in  an  infinitely  superior  sense  unto  Him 
whose  they  are,  in  an  especial  manner,  and  from  whom 
they  received  the  ministry  of  reconciliation  between  him- 
self, the  Lord  of  glory,  and  a perishing  world  of  sinners. 

These  preliminary  observations  bear  reference  to  my- 
self in  some  degree,  having  ministered  among  you  through 
so  long  a continuance  of  years.  God  of  grace  and  holiness, 
may  the  words  of  the  text,  “ give  an  account  of  thy  stew- 
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ardship,”  be  duly  considered  by  me,  not  in  a vain  presump- 
tion for  what  I hsive  done,  but  in  a solemn  and  sincere  ap- 
prehension for  what  I have  left  undone. 

And  still  it  is  not  wrong  that  I should  put  you  in  re- 
membrance of  things,  which,  during  my  ministry  among 
you,  have  been  done  by  us  in  delightful  concert  of  opinion  ; 
and,  certainly,  of  those,  no  one  thing  can  be  more  gratify- 
ing to  our  feelings  as  a Christian  congregation,  than  the 
building  and  dedicating  of  this  house  of  prayer  to  the  hon- 
or and  worship  of  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth.  The  alluding  to 
this  subject,  in  which,  as  an  humble  instrument,  I have 
been  so  much  engaged,  and  the  still  further  progress  which 
has  just  been  made  in  decorating  and  beautifying  this  house 
of  God,  induce  me  to  inform  you,  on  this  occasion,  of  the 
several  steps  taken  by  us  as  God  enabled  us  to  go  on,  from 
the  first  commencement  of  this  good  work.  This,  I make 
no  doubt,  will  be  gratifying  to  the  greater  part  of  this  au- 
dience, who  are  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  it,  and  who  have 
x come  into  this  part  of  the  Lord’s  vineyard,  at  the  eleventh 
hour  of  our  labour.  This  may  all  serve  as  a record  here- 
after of  circumstances,  which  could  not  be  kept  in  remem- 
brance without  something  of  this  kind  to  record  them  and 
transmit  them  to  others. 

The  first  time  that  divine  service  was  performed  in  this 
place,  according  to  the  manner  and  ceremony  of  our  vene- 
rable Church,  was  on  the  21st  day  of  August,  1808.  Al- 
though I received  a memorandum  of  this  fact,  it  was  not 
mentioned  who  the  clergyman  was,  who  officiated  on  that 
occasion.  Divine  service  was,  however,  celebrated  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  that  building  adjoining  which  for  so  many 
years,  constituted  our  place  of  public  worship,  and  which 
brings  to  the  mind  of  him  who  addresses  you,  not  painful 
remembrances  for  worshipping  so  long  a time  in  so  humble 
a building  but  those  pf  spiritual  joy  and  gratitude,  not  of 
unpleasant  feelings  (to  me  certainly,)  for  addressing  a flock 
so  small  in  number  as  it  then  was,  but  delightful  ones,  since 
we  always  had  with  us  the  Lord  of  glory  himself,  who 
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hath  declared  that  “ where  two  or  three  are  gathered  to- 
gether in  his  name,  there  he  is  in  the  midst  of  them.”  And 
O ! how  often  had  that  very  divine  and  precious  assurance 
cheered  his  mind  who  now  addresses  you,  and  exalted  the 
affections  of  his  soul,  while  performing  service  in  that  hum- 
ble and  limited  apartment. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  year  last  mentioned,  viz. 
1808,  through  the  liberali  ty  of  a very  few  individuals  of  our 
denomination  then  residing  here,*  the  upper  room  of  the 
building  referred  to,  and  which  is  now  called  the  Town 
House,  was  fitted  up  for  public  worship.  In  consequence  of 
this  arrangement,  and  of  invitations  given,  the  Episcopal 
clergy  of  New  York  officiated  in  that  room  occasionally. 
The  number  of  Episcopal  families  who  then  worshipped 
together  did  not  exceed  half  a dozen  ; but,  though  small  in 
number,  they  were  highly  respectable  and  fervent  in  spirit. 
These  were  some  of  the  early  pioneers  of  labours  ever  since 
continued,  with  some  occasional  intermissions ; labours 
which  will  be  remembered,  we  humbly  trust,  under  the 
Divine  blessing,  when  ages  upon  ages  shall  have  rolled 
away. 

In  the  month  of  October  in  the  same  year,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Clowes,  then  in  deacon’s  orders,  received  an  invitation  to 
officiate  statedly  to  the  small  collection  of  Church  people, 
that  met  regularly  to  worship  the  Lord  their  God  “ in  the 
beauty  of  holiness.”  But  his  continuance  was  of  short  du- 
ration, not  to  exceed  six  or  seven  months.  At  this  time 
there  was  no  other  organized  body  of  any  Christian  denom- 
ination here.  Soon  after  this,  in  the  following  November, 
at  a meeting  of  the  few  inhabitants  residing  here,  duly  con- 
vened, a preference  was  publicly  declared  in  favour  of 
Episcopal  worship.  And  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  of  that 
meeting  so  assembled,  not  more  than  one  appears  now  to  be 
living  ; so  soon  are  we  gone  from  this  vale  of  woe  and  afflic- 
tion, and  are  no  more  seen  in  the  land  of  the  living.  That 
onef  has  lived  to  see  this  substantial  edifice  of  God’s  house 

* See  Appendix,  Now  1.  t See  Appendix,  No.  2 
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not  only  erected  and  rendered  fit  for  worship,  but  has  also 
worshipped  in  it  for  so  many  years. 

In  the  year  1809,  an  agreement  was  entered  into  with 
him  whQ  now  addresses  you,  to  take  the  charge  of  this  pa- 
rish, and  who,  thus  far,  has  been  graciously  spared,  through- 
out the  various  trials  and  uncertainties  of  a long  protracted 
life.  I visited  accordingly,  this  small  but  always  interest- 
ing congregation  on  every  other  Lord’s  day,  for  seven  years, 
from  New-York.  I can  safely  say,  in  the  words  of  an  Apos- 
tle, that  this  was  not  done  for  “ filthy  lucre’s  sake.”  No, 
my  stewardship,  such  as  it  has  been,  was  performed  from 
higher  motives.  The  record  of  my  compensation  can  abun- 
dantly prove  this.  “ I coveted  no  man’s  gold,”  says  that 
same  Apostle.  This  I can  freely  say.  And  although  I can- 
not say  likewise  with  that  holy  Apostle,  that  I laboured  with 
my  own  hands  for  my  own  support ; yet  I can  say  that  for 
seven-and-twenty  years — that  is,  for  the  whole  period  of  time 
I ministered  in  this  congregation — I have  laboured  for  the 
same  object  unremittingly,  in  another  calling,  laborious,  and 
requiring  painstaking  in  the  extreme.  This,  I mention,  I 
trust,  with  due  humility  and  singleness  of  heart ; and  at  the 
same  time,  with  similar  feelings  as  the  apostle,  after  whatso- 
ever I have  done  for  or  in  Christ’s  Church,  still  I feel  and  ac- 
knowledge myself  an  unworthy  servant  of  the  Lord  my  God. 
And  who  could  say  that  he  is  sufficient  for  such  things  as  I 
have  been  entrusted  with,  even  if -possessed  of  superior 
talents.  Any  good  that  we  may  or  can  have  done,  must 
be  from  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit. 

Thus  did  I continue  my  humble  services  to  this  small 
congregation  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  until  the  autumn  of 
1816.  The'  attendance  at  our  humble  building  was  con- 
stantly increasing,  until  a respectable  congregation  was 
gathered  together  ; and  to  no  part  of  my  ministry  do  I look 
back  with  greater  gratitude  and  thanksgiving  than  to  this: 
and  when  I parted  with  my  friends  of  that  remote  day,  on 
my  departure  for  Baltimore,  the  place  of  my  destination,  it 
was  with  feelings  which  shall  never  be  forgotten  by  me. 
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In  that  city  of  Maryland,  I continued  seven  or  eight  years — 
a time,  in  the  span  of  my  life,  not  entirely  unprofitable  I 
trust,  in  the  Lord’s  vineyard. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  my  little  congregation  in  this 
place  was  ever  in  my  remembrance ; and  I heard  with  ex- 
treme regret,  of  its  declension  first,  and  afterwards  of  its 
utter  dissolution.  The  Rev.  Cave  Jones,  from  New-York, 
ministered  in  this  church  for  a short  time  only,  and  after 
his  departure,  the  students  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at- 
tended occasionally  ; but  their  service  being  considered  mere 
lay-reading,  the  congregation  declined  still  more  and  more, 
and  finally  became  utterly  extinct. 

On  my  return  from  Maryland,  having  accepted  an 
invitation  from  the  late  excellent  Bishop  Croes,  of  this 
Diocese,  to  enter  once  more  upon  the  sphere  of  my  for- 
mer labours,  I could  with  difficulty  trace  out  any  vestige 
of  them.  Death  had  removed  some  of  that  flock  that  I left 
behind  me  ; some  had  removed  away,  some  had  formed  at- 
tachments to  other  denominations,  and  a few  had  attached 
themselves  to  Episcopal  churches  in  New-York.  Such  were 
the  unpropitious  circumstances  attending  a revival  of  St. 
Matthew’s  Church.  But  Christ  being  our  leader,  we  should 
never  despair  of  success  ; and  so  we  of  this  congregation 
found  it.  Although  opposed  at  first,  in  a manner  little  cred- 
itable to  the  authors  of  that  opposition,  yet,  by  adopting  a 
true  spirit  of  Christian  forbearance  and  charity,  and  pursu- 
ing it  steadily,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  we  triumphed. 
Accessions  began  to  be  made  to  our  numbers.  Those  who 
attended  the  service  of  our  Church,  in  the  adjoining  city,  re- 
turned to  their  former  humble  sanctuary.  As  time  rolled 
on,  when  our  room  for  divine  service  appeared  too  small 
and  incommodious,  aspirations  were  put  up  to  the  throne 
of  grace  that  we  might  have  ere  long,  a building  more  suit- 
able every  way  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  And  it 
would  seem  that  our  private  prayers  and  supplications  were 
graciously  heard  and  answered  with  favour  from  on  high. 

Our  first  encouragement  was  from  a quarter  the  least 
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expected.  It  was  from  a lady  of  New-York,  and  one  who 
was  little  known  to  us,  but  who  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  difficulties  with  which  we  had  to  contend.  On  her 
death-bed  she  bequeathed  $500  for  St.' Matthew’s  Church, 
to  be  expended  “ according  to  the  rector’s  recommenda- 
tion.” As  soon  as  this  was  made  known  to  him,  after  the 
present  site  of  one  hundred  feet  square  had  been  secured  in 
perpetuity  for  the  church,*  he  decided  at  once  on  laying  out 
the  amount  already  mentioned  in  building  the  foundation 
of  the  future  church  of  St.  Matthew  ; and  no  better  foun- 
dation could  be  laid  than  it,  for  it  was  laid  “ in  Christ  Jesus, 
the  rock  of  revolving  ages.”  The  corner-stone  of  this  sanc- 
tuary was  laid  by  him  who  addresses  you,  in  consequence 
of  the  necessary  absence  of  the  late  Bishop  of  this  Diocese, 
and  by  express  authority  from  him  to  perform  this  duty. 
That  stone  is  deposited  at  the  foundation  of  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  eastern  tower,  and  contains  in  its  cavity  many 
interesting  documents  of  that  day  and  time  ;t  and  if  we 
carry  forward  our  imagination  to  the  period  when  these 
documents  shall,  by  the  dissolution  of  this  structure,  be  dis- 
closed to  our  successors  in  this  church  of  God,  of  a distant, 
perhaps  of  a very  distant  generation,  and  when  our  bodies 
shall  have  also  been  dissolved  to  kindred  clay,  and  our 
souls  waiting  for  a re-union  with  them,  and  for  a resurrec- 
tion to  the  mansions  of  eternal  glory  ; these  documents  of 
our  liturgy,  our  canons,  our  annual  journals,  our  church 
officers  and  civil  rulers,  &c.,  &c.,  will  be  deeply  interest- 
ing to  them.  The  twenty-second  day  of  October,  1831,  was 
the  day  on  which  a few  comparatively  of  those  now  pre- 
sent, witnessed  that  solemn  event,  of  laying  the  corner-stone 
of  the  foundation  of  this  church  ; and  the  anniversary  of 
this  event  happening  the  day  after  to-morrow,  was  one  fur- 
ther inducement  to  me  for  reminding  you  of  the  notices 
which  I am  to  mention  on  the  present  occasion,  and  to 
show  you  how  and  in  what  manner  the  Lord  of  all  power 
and  might  blessed  our  undertaking.  As  a spiritual  steward 

* See  Appendix,  No.  3.  t See  Appendix,  No.  4. 
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of  this  household  of  faith,  I would  first  remind  you  how  few  in 
number  and  small  in  means  we  were  when  first  we  enrolled 
ourselves  as  a congregation  of  our  holy  and  apostolic  church, 
and  designated  ourselves  as  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  Jersey 
City.  With  us,  indeed,  it  was  “the  day  of  small  things  ” 
in  every  respect.  But  is  it  not  evident,  even  from  what  we 
have  here  seen  and  experienced,  that  God,  the  Father  of 
the  faithful,  can  and  will  so  bless  and  increase  and  exalt 
such  a state  of  things,  as  to  render  it  in  due  time  a praise 
and  honour  to  his  holy  name  ? But  if  we  reflect  a little,  we 
shall  remember  that  so  it  was  with  this  city  of  our  abode, 
where  now  are  to  be  seen  structures  that  would  not  be  a 
disgrace  to  any  city,  and  other  improvements,  and  a rapidly 
increasing  population,  which  far  exceed  any  calculation 
which  we  then  could  have  formed  to  ourselves.* 

On  the  5th  day  of  May,  1831,  your  rector  was  duly  in- 
stituted in  St.  Matthew’s  Church.  Bishop  Croes,  in  conse- 
quence of  indisposition,  could  not  attend,  but  authorized  his 
son,  the  Rev.  John  Croes,  to  perform  the  office  of  institu- 
tion. Several  clergymen  were  in  attendance. 

The  foundation  being  laid,  the  question  then  was, 
whence  will  come  the  means  of  building  such  a church  as 
this  ought  to  be  ? The  answer  to  this  question  might  be, 
if  it  never  was  made,  as  it  was  of  old,  “Jehovah  jireh,” 
that  is,  “ the  Lord  will  provide.”  And  so  God  did  provide 
in  his  own  good  time.  And  up  to  this  period,  the  work  of 
grace  and  the  labour  of  love,  have  been  going  on,  so  that 
not  only  the  material  building  has  been  reared,  through 
God’s  blessing,  but  of  the  spiritual  work  which,  we  trust, 
has  been  done  during  the  last  ten  years,  what  shall  we  saf? 
How  many  in  number,  we  may  hope  and  trust,  have, 
through  the  grace  of  God,  been  added  to  the  Lord ! 
How  many  within  these  sacred  walls,  have  been  made  the 
children  of  God,  and  heirs  of  immortal  glory,  by  the  wash- 
ing of  regeneration  ! How  many  have  been  here  brought 
to  their  Saviour  Christ,  and  made  full  members  and  partici- 

* See  Appendix,  No.  5. 
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pators  of  his  body  and  blood  in  his  holy  sacrament ! And 
how  many,  who  through  their  sacred  vows  of  obedience, 
and  faith,  offered  up  here,  and  through  the  merits  of  their 
Saviour  Christ,  shall  finally  enter  the  mansions  of  eternal 
glory  ! Hitherto,  then,  the  Lord  hath  helped  us.  Let  us 
give  thanks  unto  His  holy  name,  for  all  His  goodness  to  us. 
“ Bless  the  Lord,  O our  souls,  and  forget  not  all  his  bene- 
fits.” And  still,  humanly  speaking,  our  condition  was  an 
embarrassing  one.  It  is  true,  a foundation  was  laid  ; but  it 
was  laid,  it  was  urged  by  some,  as  for  a church  much  be- 
yond our  means,  and  the  exigency  of  the  times.  Better, 
said  they,  have  a smaller  church,  and  one  of  cheaper  build- 
ing materials,  so  as  not  to  incur  expenses  too  difficult  for 
the  congregation  to  meet.  Such  were  the  objections  offered 
by  some  to  the  building  such  a church  as  we  now  have.  And 
undoubtedly,  on  the  ground  of  mere  human  prudence,  there 
was  much  force  in  these  objections.  But  we  belong  to  a 
church  whose  members,  wherever  situated,  whether  in  city, 
town  or  village,  feel  what  I would  call  a most  laudable 
ambition  to  worship  the  Lord  their  God  in  sanctuaries 
built  in  a style  and  manner  corresponding  to  the  glory  of 
his  holy  name,  and  at  the  same  time,  decorated  with  chaste 
and  consistent  emblems  of  Christian  ornament.  Hence 
that  beautiful  style  of  Gothic  architecture,  in  the  building 
of  churches,  which  now  prevails  so  extensively  around  us, 
especially  in  our  large  cities,  originating  in  Episcopal 
houses  of  worship,  and  imitated  with  great  and  praise- 
worthy emulation  by  other  denominations.  This,  like  other 
usages  of  our  excellent  and  venerable  Church,  has  for  a 
lofog  time  been  disparaged  and  censured  as  the  offspring  of 
spiritual  pride,  and  afterwards  adopted  by  its  dispraisers 
as  the  very  best  and  most  suitable  style  of  building  for  such 
edifices.  This  ambition,  as  just  stated,  had  much  influence 
in  inducing  the  early  churchmen  of  St.  Matthew’s  congre- 
gation to  make  the  attempt,  under  the  superintendence  of 
the  Most  High,  to  build  their  future  house  of  prayer,  suita- 
ble, as  far  as  they  could  accomplish  it,  to  the  dignity  and 
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glory  of  the  Lord  their  God.  And  still  the  question  re- 
curred— how  was  it  to  be  accomplished  ? And  the  diffi- 
culty may  easily  be  imagined  at  the  present  time,  by  sup- 
posing that  we,  of  this  day’s  congregation,  had  to  undertake 
the  building  of  such  an  edifice  as  now  surrounds  us,  even 
with  an  accession  of  many  able  and  zealous  co-laborers, 
arising  from  an  increased  and  increasing  population  in  this 
our  adopted  place  of  abode.  Imagine  that  between  eleven 
and  twelve  thousand  dollars  are  considered  indispensable 
for  the  undertaking ; and  further  still,  that  the  resolve  is 
adopted,  that  no  debt  of  any  consequence  should  be  in- 
curred in  this  future  work  of  promoting  the  true  and  holy 
religion  of  Christ’s  Church.  And  here  it  may  incidentally 
be  mentioned,  that  this  latter  condition  of  incurring  no  debt 
of  consequence,  was  the  earnest  suggestion  of  one,  who  is 
still  among  us,#  and  who  is  spared  to  a lengthened  age,  of 
much  usefulness  in  this  our  Christian  community — one  who 
has  labored  with  great  faithfulness  for  a long  series  of 
years,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  this  our  Zion  by  his 
means  in  contributing,  and  by  his  sound  and  excellent  judg- 
ment in  contriving  for,  and  directing  the  accomplishment 
of  so  desirable  an  object  as  the  one  then  before  us.  To  this 
esteemed  individual,  it  has  been  principally  owing,  that  a 
counsel  so  salutar}^  and  conservative  was  carried  into  effect, 
to  the  accomplishment  of  a purpose  so  holy  and  blessed: 
and  that  no  debt  of  any  kind  of  magnitude  remained  unpaid 
towards  its  completion,  before  the  building  of  the  second 
tower,  and  these  late  improvements,  which  have  been 
made.f  And  it  is  presumed,  that  there  is  no  one  friend  of 
the  church,  that  hears  me  on  this  occasion,  that  would  not 
willingly  join  in  the  fervent  aspiration,  that  that  same 
counsel  and  resolve  may  descend  to  the  future  managers  of 
our  Church  affairs,  of  the  present  age,  and  of  the  other  ages 
during  which  it  may  continue  thereafter!  And  returning 
from  the  particulars  just  mentioned,  we  can  at  once  per- 
ceive the  difficulty  in  effecting  an  object  of  such  magnitude 

* See  Appendix,  No.  6 t See  Appendix,  No.  7. 
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as  the  building  of  such  an  edifice  as  this,  even  with  the 
augmented  facilities  that  now  present  themselves.  The 
members  of  your  vestry  of  this  day,  to  whose  unceasing 
and  untiring  labors  he  who  addresses  you  can  bear  the  most 
honorable  testimony,  can  inform  you  how  difficult  it  is 
to  accomplish  minor  objects,  requiring  comparatively 
much  smaller  pecuniary  means,  not  because  our  people  are 
unwilling  to  contribute  on  all  proper  occasions,  but  because 
the  means  are  sometimes  wanting.  And  so  it  was  with  us 
of  former  times,  but  to  a much  greater  extent,  in  building 
this  house  of  God.  After  a generous  and  most  liberal  con- 
tribution on  the  part  of  a few  of  our  own  people,  and  a few 
able  and  benevolent  friends  who  were  not  of  our  number, 
it  wTas  determined  to  appeal  to  our  friends  in  our  sister  and 
adjoining  city  : and  most  nobly  and  generously  was  that 
appeal  answered  by  them. 

But  here,  in  justice  to  another  description  of  contributors 
to  this  good  work  among  us,  I cannot  forbear  alluding  to 
them  and  their  labor  of  devotion  and  love,  as  co  workers 
in  this,  and  every  other  business  of  interest  and  zeal,  down 
to  the  present  time,  that  was  connected  with  this  our  St. 
Matthew’s  Church.  It  would  seem  as  if  the  Spirit,  with  the 
mantle  of  charity  and  of  Christian  perseverance,  had  descend- 
ed upon  the  ladies  of  this  congregation — I may  say  almost 
from  one  generation  to  another— for  it  is  to  them  I refer. 
That  spirit  manifested  itself  in  our  earliest  years,  and  it  has 
continued  almost  uninterruptedly  down  to  the  present  day* 
And  that  it  has  not  yet  ceased,  we  can  perceive  by  only 
looking  around  at  the  objects  of  chastened  decoration  and  im- 
provement that  now  surround  us.  And  more  especially 
was  it  so,  while  we  were  engaged  in  this  most  arduous  duty 
of  erecting  this  house  of  prayer.  In  it  their  united  efficiency 
was  most  conspicuous.  They  ceased  not  day  nor  night, 
from  their  labours  and  contributions  at  home,  nor  from 
using  their  powerful  influence  abroad.  Of  them  it  may 
truly  be  said,  “ verily  they  have  their  reward  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  having,  through  di  vine  grace,  used  to  such  ad- 
vantage, and  with  such  persevering  diligence,  the  talents 
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delivered  to  them  for  their  Lord’s  service.  It  would  seem 
to  be  invidious  in  him  who  now  addresses  you,  even  to  al- 
lude by  name  to  any  one  of  those,  who  thus  remarkably 
distinguished  themselves  by  such  a continuance  in  well 
doing.  But  .their  names,  he  humbly  trusts,  are  written, 
through  the  merits  of  their  Saviour  Christ,  in  the  register 
of  the  book  of  everlasting  life.  But  he  may  mention, 
without  violating  any  rule  of  delicacy,  that  there  have  been 
always  among  them,  as  there  are  now,  some  who  may 
be  called,  from  their  advanced  years,  their  piety,  and  their 
Christian  services,  mothers  in  Israel,  noble  examples  are 
they  also  to  the  younger  members  of  their  own  sex,  of  zeal, 
of  diligence  and  perseverance  in  one  of  the  very  best  of 
Christian  duties. 

As  I mentioned  before,  our  application  for  aid  to  the  citi- 
zens of  New-York,  and  especially  to  those  of  our  own  house- 
hold of  faith,  met  a ready  a nd  cordial  response,  and  their 
assistance  was  pre-eminently  useful  to  us. 

It  would  not  become  him,  who  has  been  stating  to  you 
these  memorials  of  past  times,  and  of  the  rise  and  progress 
of  St.  Matthew’s  Church,  especially  to  detail  to  you,  how, 
or  in  what  manner,  he  aided  in  this  good  work,  in  which 
so  many  of  us  were  engaged,  until  it  was  nearly  com- 
pleted. But  in  regard  to  one  particular  circumstance, 
it  is  not  unbecoming  in  him  to  say,  and  he  does  say  it  on 
the  present  occasion,  that  lie  would  greatly  rejoice  to  have 
it  in  his  power  to  declare  personally  to  every  one  of  that 
numerous  and  noble  band  of  his  former  pupils,  who  so  gen- 
erously stepped  forward  to  aid  him  in  the  erection  of  this 
edifice,  that  he  was,  and  ever  shall  be,  truly  grateful  for 
what  they  contributed  so  kindly  on  that  occasion,  and  which 
was  one  of  the  main  causes  of  our  ultimate  success.  He 
would  also  assure  them  that  this  gratitude  was  more  intense 
than  if  they  had  erected  to  his  name  a memorial  of  former 
services  done  them,  more  durable  than  one  of  marble  or 
brass,  but  of  a worldly,  not  a spiritual  kind.# 

* See  Appendix,  No.  8. 
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In  consequence  of  an  application  for  assistance,  drawn 
up  by  the  rector  of  this  church  to  the  vestry  of  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  and,  although  contrary  to  their  usual 
practice  in  such  cases,  when  demands  are  made  beyond 
the  limits  of  their  own  state,  a grant  of  one  thousand  dollars 
was  unanimously  awarded  us.# 

Justice  as  well  as  gratitude  ought  also  to  cause  it  to  be 
mentioned,  that  we  were  very  much  aided  by  members  of 
other  denominations  in  this  city.  On  all  occasions  of  fairs 
and  festivals  to  promote  the  main  object  we  had  in  view, 
they  always  generously  assisted  us  ; and  their  ladies  often, 
in  former  times,  united  with  ours  in  their  social  and  sewing 
associations.  Thus,  through  the  special  providence  of  Al- 
mighty God,  as  we  esteem  it,  was  this  house  of  prayer,  in 
which,  with  so  much  comfort,  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
we  are  now  assembled  together — thus  was  it  erected. 

By  a prophetf  of  the  Most  High  God — it  was  said  in  old 
time  to  a people  desponding  about  the  re-building  of  their 
house  of  prayer — “ Thou  shaltbe  built and  again,  “ Who 
hath  despised  the  day  of  small  things  ?”  and  again,  “ He 
shall  bring  the  head-stone,  crying,  Grace!  Grace  !”  intima- 
ting that  divine  grace  first  suggested  the  re-building  of  that 
temple  of  the  living  God ; and  the  same  grace  an  emana- 
tion of  the  divine  Spirit,  would  carry  on  the  work  until  its 
final  consummation.  Thus,  in  due  time,  was  our  humble 
but  holy  temple  of  the  Lord  built,  “ upon  the  foundation  of 
the  prophets  and  apostles,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the 
chief  corner-stone.”  Take  heed,  Christian  worshippers  in 
this  house  of  God,  take  heed, — guard  it  from  all  profanation. 
In  the  purity  of  your  faith,  the  testimony  of  your  zeal,  and 
the  enlightened  attachments  of  your  minds  to  the  pure,  pri- 
mitive, and  above  all,  scriptural  principles  of  your  Church, 
may  the  precept  of  the  divine  Spirit,  “ Holiness  to  the 
Lord,”  be  inscribed  in  inward  and  living  light,  on  the  heart 
of  each  one  that  kneels  at  that  sacred  chancel ; whether  for 
the  washing  of  regeneration,  or  the  partaking  of  the  Holy 

* See  Appendix,.  No,  9.  t Zech.  iv.  7. 
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memorials  of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  at  the  administration  of 
the  other  sacred  ordinances  of  the  Lord  our  God. 

This  church  was  duly  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Al- 
mighty God,  by  our  present  excellent  Diocesan,  Bishop 
Doane,  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1835  : on  which  oc- 
casion he  delivered  an  appropriate  and  most  impressive 
sermon,  from  the  words — “ For  my  house  shall  be  called 
the  house  of  prayer  for  all  people.”  An  unusually  large  num- 
ber of  clergy  attended  from  New-York  and  elsewhere,  at 
the  dedication  of  this,  the  Lord’s  house  of  prayer.  With 
regard  to  this  solemn  service  itself,  time  will  not  allow  me 
to-  make  more  than  one  single  observation,  which  is  this  : 
that  this  is  one  other  usage  which  is  always,  on  these  occa- 
sions, set  forth  most  strongly  in  our  Church,  and  which  also, 
I doubt  not,  will  yet  be  adopted  by  other  denominations; 
and  that  is,  the  solemn  consecration  of  our  sanctuaries  al- 
together to  purposes  of  purely  religious  exercises,  and  not 
allowing  them  to  be  desecrated  to  political  or  secular  pur- 
poses of  any  kind  whatever.  Against  this  latter  abuse  of 
them,  so  solemnly  consecrated  to  the  Lord  of  Sabaoth,  our 
Church  has  most  wisely  guarded  ; and  no  minister  or  vestry 
has  any  power  to  contravene  her  canonical  requirements  on 
this  subject. 

A circumstance  deserving  to  be  recorded,  happened  in 
the  month  of  June,  3 838.  In  consequence  of  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  Sunday  School — an  institution  always  cherish- 
ed by  us  with  the  greatest  devotion  to  its  interests  and  suc- 
cess— and  the  very  inconvenient  accommodation  afforded 
hitherto  in  the  gallery  of  the  church  ; the  very  zealous*  Su- 
perintendent conceived  the  design  of  erecting  a suitable 
school-house  to  meet  this  great  emergency,  the  number 
of  the  scholars  being  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty. 
Through  his  exertions  principally,  and  aided  by  the  effective 
co-operation  of  a few  other  zealous  individuals,  that  com- 
modious building  adjoining  was  erected,  which  has  now  for 
nine  years,  furnished  a spacious  and  excellent  room  to  this 

* See  Appendix,  No.  10, 
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heretofore  favourite  institution  of  our  Church.  The  expense 
amounted  to  $400.  What  will  not  a proper  zeal  in  a good 
cause  accomplish  in  a short  time  ? 

The  only  ordination  in  our  church,  hitherto  1.845,  was 
that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crane,  now  of  Missisippi,  to  priest’s 
orders,  by  Bishop  Doane. 

In  the  spring  of  1843,  an  invitation  was  given  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Southard,  then  minister  of  Belleville  church,  now 
rector  of  Calvary  church,  New  York  ; formerly  the  excel- 
lent and  zealous  superintendent  of  our  flourishing  Sunday 
School,  to  become  the  assistant  minister  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Church,  but  he  declined  its  acceptance.  In  the  month  of 
June,  1844,  our  present  assistant  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Patterson,  received  an  invitation  of  the  like  kind,  which  he 
accepted. 

In  discoursing  to  you  upon  the  several  events  regarding 
the  memorials  of  our  church,  and  which  is  now  neariy 
brought  to  a state  of  great  spiritual  satisfaction  and  joy,  to 
all  of  us,  I have  necessarily  passed  over  many  circum- 
stances, interesting  of  themselves,  yet  of  minor  importance 
to  what  I have  already  mentioned.  And  now,  with  the  pa- 
tient indulgence  of  my  audience,  I shall  pass  on  to  a very 
brief  statement  of  the  statistics  of  our  congregation,  and 
which,  I am  in  duty  bound  to  lay  before  our  next  annual 
Convention  of  this  Diocese.  This  is  also  a most  important 
part  respecting  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  steward- 
ship during  the  seven-and-twentyr  years  which  I have 
ministered  to  this  congregation,  unto  the  present  time. 
The  first  article  of  my  notices  to  which  I shall  refer, 
are  my  baptisms,  the  whole  number  of  which  have  been 
567,  including  40  adults,  12  children  out  of  the  parish, 
and  5 by  Mr.  Patterson.  A considerable  number  this,  con- 
sidering our  small  and  weak  congregation,  brought  by 
the  mercy  of  their  Heavenly  Father  to  the  blessed  waters 
of  baptism.  O,  may  it  appear  hereafter,  that  not  a few 
of  those  who  were  thus  brought  from  a state  of  alienation 
from  God-— which  was  their  natural  state — into  covenant 
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with  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  their  Divine  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour— that  through  faith  in  him  and  his  gracious  merits, 
perseveringly  cherished — penitence,  deep  and  heart-felt — 
and  obedience,  perfect  and  holy,  that  not  a few  of  them  shall 
appear  not  lost,  but  saved  everlastingly ! We  should  how- 
ever remember,  my  brethren,  with  fear  and  trembling,  the 
declaration  of  the  Divine  and  ever-blessed  Son  of  God,  that 
although  “ many  are  called,  few  are  chosen.”  Yet,  O 
Lord,  may  many,  and  not  a few  of  those  who  were  bap- 
tized in  the  midst  of  us,  be  chosen  and  adopted  by  thee,  as 
worthy  through  Christ  their  Saviour,  of  everlasting  life  in 
the  kingdom  of  eternal  glory. 

My  next  memorial  is  in  regard  to  the  number  of  confir- 
mations in  this  church.  The  first  time  this  holy  ordinance 
was  administered  among  us,  wras  on  the  11th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1811,  by  the  late  much  esteemed  and  highly  venerated 
Bishop  Hobart.  On  that  occasion  there  were  eleven  con- 
firmed, of  whom,  not  one  is  still  among  us,  and  only  two  of 
them  in  the  land  of  the  living.  The  late  excellent  Bishop 
Croes,  of  this  Diocese,  was  the  next  who  administered  con- 
firmation in  St.  Matthew’s  Church — twenty-five  were  con- 
firmed. This  event  took  place  on  the  26th  day  of  January, 
1831.  Six  of  these  are  still  among  us.  The  next  thirteen 
confirmations  averaged  about  the  number  ten  ; making  in 
all  119.  Marriages  celebrated  have  amounted  to  166.  The 
burials  have  amounted  to  254  ; several  of  this  number,  pro- 
bably not  to  exceed  twenty,  were  of  New  York.  Of  all  our 
parochial  memorials,  this  is  the  only  one  of  a truly  mournful 
character.  O,  what  an  aggregate  of  deepest  grief  andpain- 
sick  affliction  has  this  last  one  caused  in  the  midst  of  us  ! 
Could  we  not  mention  to  you,  some  as  parents,  torn  away 
by  death  from  their  beloved  groups  of  children  ; fathers  and  . 
mothers  also,  bereaved  of  children,  dearer  to  them  than 
life  itself,  and  all  its  earthly  enjoyments,  cut  down  like 
flowers  of  the  field  in  their  full  bloom  ; husbands  and  wives 
separated  from  one  another  by  that  narrow  isthmus  which 
divides  the  living  from  the  dead ; benefactors  also,  the  al- 
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moners  of  a God  of  infinite  love  and  mercy,  taken  from  the 
pining,  suffering  objects  of  their  benevolence  ; sisters,  bro- 
thers, and  friends,  also  devotedly  attached  to  one  another, 
included  in  this  melancholy  register  of  ours.  What  feelings 
of  deepest  grief  have  they  not  experienced  on  the  one  part 
occasioned  by  the  deaths  of  the  others  ! By  the  Christian 
minister  also,  what  pangs  of  sorrow  must  he  also  not  have  ex- 
perienced, while  consigning  so  many  to  premature  graves* 
of  friends  that  were  attached  to  him,  and  he  to  them,  in  the 
bonds  of  Christian  love,  and  with  whom  he  and  they  “ took 
sweet  counsel  together.”  But,  blessed  be  God!  what  a 
source  of  satisfaction  it  is  to  him,  that  from  time  to  time  he 
has  beheld  the  death-bed  scenes  of  the  truly  righteous  in 
Christ  Jesus  ; scenes,  though  darkened  at  times  by  the 
shadows  of  death,  yet,  through  the  merits  of  their  Divine 
Saviour,  and  the  sustaining  grace  of  his  love,  these  shadows 
disappearing,  and  the  brightening  gleams  of  life  everlasting 
beaming  on  their  souls,  and  in  words  such  as  these,  ex- 
pressing their  emotions  in  ecstacies  of  Christian  comfort  and 
assurance,  saying,  “ O ! death  where  is  thy  sting  ? O ! grave 
where  is  thy  victory  ? Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth  us 
the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.” 

The  last  memorial  from  my  record  of  church  notices? 
shall  be  respecting  the  Holy  Communion  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  He  who  now  addresses  you,  can  as- 
sure you,  my  Christian  friends,  that  no  one  part  of  his  pas- 
toral duty,  afforded  him  more  satisfaction  than  the  frequent 
accessions  that  were  made,  we  may  say*  statedly  to  the 
Lord’s  table,  not  only  from  abroad  by  removals  to  this  our 
place  of  abode,  but  also  from  our  own  number  of  worship- 
pers in  this  our  own  particular  household  of  faith.  This 
was  an  evidence  constantly  occurring,  and  it  proved  con- 
clusively to  his  mind,  that  his  humble  labours  were  not  “in 
vain  in  the  Lord.”  The  number  of  communicants  has  for 
several  years  back,  and  down  to  the  present  time,  averaged 
between  eighty  and  ninety.  But  why  should  it  not  average 
a much  greater  number  ? After  all,  this  is  the  truest  test  of 
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a rising  or  falling  spiritual  Church.  We  may  have  around 
us  all  the  decorations  and  architectural  beauties  of  Solo- 
mon’s temple,  but  without,  at  the  same  time,  having  the 
beauty  of  holiness  in  our  hearts,  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  by  faith  and  love  and  true  repentance,  what 
would  it  avail  us?  What  would  even  the  washing  of  regen- 
eration avail  us  adults,  if  the  spirit  of  obedience  to  the  ,Di- 
vine  commands  were  not  in  them  ? “ If  ye  love  me,”  says 
our  divine  Saviour,  “ keep  my  commandments.”  And  the 
particular  commandment  referred  to,  is  one  given  by  him 
“ who  loved  us  and  gave  himself  for  us,”  to  the  sanctification 
of  our  souls  and  our  redemption  from  the  bondage  and  penal- 
ty of  eternal  death.  It  was  his  dying  bequest,  Do  this 
in  remembrance  of  me.”  This  was  to  be  the  truest  test, 
to  the  end  of  time,  that  we  loved  him  because  we  obeyed 
him  : it  was  to  be  the  truest  test  of  the  penitence  of  our 
hearts,  and  the  holiness  of  our  lives ; and  lastly,  of  what 
includes  all,  and  that  is  the  brightest,  holiest,  and  most  ex- 
alted and  precious  faith,  which  is  the  sure  anchor  of  our 
hopes  and  the  eternal  rock  of  our  salvation. 

And  now  to  God  the  Father,  &e. 


APPENDIX. 


NO.  I. 

Among  these  few,  we  can  mention  with  much  gratitude  Har- 
ry Caldwell,  Amasa  Jackson,  Montgomery  Hunt,  and  John  K. 
Goodman,  Esqs.,  all  these,  with  one  exception,  are  no  longer  in  the 
land  of  the  living ; hut,  though  dead,  their  charitable  deeds  on  this 
occasion  and  many  others  in  subsequent  ones,  shall  be  held  by  us 
in  constant  remembrance. 
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NO.  II.  > 

Mr.  John  K.  Goodman,  now  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age,  who, 
as  a citizen,  has  always  been  much  esteemed  for  his  mild  and  amia- 
ble character,  and  for  the  strictest  integrity  in  all  his  secular  rela- 
tions, and  until  about  a year  ago,  has  always  been  either  vestryman 
or  church-warden,  since  the  first  organization  of  St.  Matthew’s 
Church. 

NO  III. 

This  grant  was  made  to  the  Rector,  church-wardens,  and  ves- 
try of  St.  Matthew’s  church,  by  a lease  bearing  date  the  15th  day 
of  January,  1830,  and  which,  with  several  other  church  documents, 
is  preserved  in  the  hands  of  John  F.  Ellis,  Esq. 

NO.  IV. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  corner-stone,  besides  other  documents, 
is  deposited  a parchment,  bearing  the  following  inscription  : — 

“ To  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advancement  of  his 
holy  Church,  this  corner-stone  was  laid  on  the^22nd  day 
of  October,  1831. 

JOHN  VROOM,  Jr.,  Governor  of  New-Jersey. 

Right  Rev.  Bishop  CROES,  Diocesan. 

Rev.  EDMUND  DRINAN  BARRY,  D.  D.  Rector. 

John  F.  Ellis,  Nicholas  Haight,  Church- War  dens. 

John  K.  Goodman , Aaron  Lyon , Herman  Ruggles , John  Gil- 
bert, David  C.  Colden,  Vestrymen.” 

NO.  V. 

The  small  peninsula  on  which  Jersey  City  is  now  built,  was 
^formerly  called  Aresheck  or  Areseck  Houck,  and  lies  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  Hudson,  or  North.  River.  Subsequently  it  obtained 
the  name  of  Paulus  Hook.  William  Kiest,  Director  General-  of 
the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  was  probably  the  first  proprietor 
of  this  now  interesting  piece  of  land.  In  after  times  it  became  the 
property  of  the  Van  Vorst  family,  and  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1804,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  to  incor- 
porate the  associates  of  the  Jersey  Company, to  whom  this  property 
now  so  valuable,  was  thus  transferred.  The  deed,  by  which  the 
Rector,  Church-wardens,  and  Vestrymen  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church, 
obtained  the  site  of  their  church  edifice  in  perpetuity  forever,  was 
derived  from  the  aforesaid  associates,  and  is  one  hundred  feet  square 


and  lies  south  of  three  other  lotsj  df*  equal  dimensions,  and  all 
originally  demised  forever  to  the  four  first  Christian  denominations 
that  would  first  severally  claim  them  and  build  houses  of  worship 
upon  them. 

St.  Matthew's  Church  claimed  the  plot  farthest  south,  and  their 
edifice  is  built  perhaps  on  the  very  best  foundation,  having  perfectly 
solid  ground  to  rest  upon.  And  on  the  2Sth  day  of  January,  1820, 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  city  of  Jersey  in  the  county  of  Bergen, 
afterwards  called  the  county  of  Hudson,  was  passed.  At  the  time 
of  its  incorporation  in  1826',  it  was  nothing  more  than  a mere  vil- 
lage, and  containing  a population  only  of  from  200  to  300  inhabit- 
ants, and  which  has  now,  it  is  supposed,  about  5000,  not  counting 
Harsimus  and  Van  Vorst,  its  precincts,  and  which  increase  rapidly 
in  full  proportion  to  Jersey  City.  In  the  Revolutionary  war,  Pau- 
lus  Hook  (now  Jersey  City)  was  an  outpost  of  the  British  army, 
while  it  occupied  the  city  of  New-York.  The  Engl;  h ? «t  stood 
at  the  intersection  of  what  are  now  called  Green  and  Grand  streets, 
and  a small  cemetery,  where  were  consigned  to  early  graves,  both 
officers  and  soldiers, >\yas^  situated  not  many  rods  southwest  of  the 
place  where  $£.' Matthew’s  C&urch  is  raw bpilL 

Within  the  recollection  of  many  of  that  congregation,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  author  of  theses  cnemorial  notices  of  past  times,  were 
the  mortal  remains  of  military  men,  and ‘their  "arms  and  badges  dis- 
interred, when  the  grading  of  thecsfreet^*  tjaking  place. 

What  a change  from  all’ this  lias  already  taken  place!  Where 
before  reigned  the  silence  of  the  grave,  and  where  a few  wended 
their  way  over  the  scattered  sand  hills  of  the  place  on  the  Sabbath 
morning  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  prayer  in  their  lowly,  soli- 
tary, worshipping  apartment,  now  maybe  seen  crowds  of  worship- 
pers issuing  forth  from  eight  or  nine  houses  of  prayer  of  various  de- 
nominations on  the  same  Lord’s  Day,  and  all  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood. 


NO.  VI. 

John  F.  Ellis,  Esq.,  a resident  of  Jersey  city  for  many  years, 
who  has  been  Warden  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church  ever  since  its 
foundation,  has  been  unceasingly  devoted  to  the  interests  of  our  con- 
gregation, and,  by  his  liberal  subscriptions  and  extensive  influence, 
has  done  much  to  bring  it  to  its  present  prosperous  condition. 
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NO.  VII. 

Additional  improvements  made  in  the  months  of  October,  No- 
vember, and  December,  in  the  year  1845,  viz  : the  completion  of 
the  second  or  western  tower ; the  fresco  painting  of  the  interior 
of  the  church,  the  purchase  and  erection  of  a very  fine  organ, ^cc., 
are,  in  a great  measure,  due  to  the  zeal  and  influence  of  our  present 
assistant  minister,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Patterson,  aided  by  the  Ladies’  As- 
sociation, and  by  the  co-operation  of  a few  very  liberal  gentlemen 
of  the  present  congregation. 

NO.  VIII. 

\ 

The  amount  of  subscriptions  contributed  by  his  former  pu- 
pils, has  not  been  exactly  ascertained  by  the  Rector  of  St.  Mat- 
thew’s Church.  It  must,  however,  have  been  a large  proportion 
of  the  whole  expense  of  the  building.  Among  this  number  of  libe- 
ral contributors,  the  gratitude  of  our  church  and  that  of  the  Rector 
in  particular,  is  due  to  John  Brouwer,  Esq.,  who,  by  his  own  gene- 
rous aid,  and  his  exertions  and  influence  in  regard  to  the  co-opera- 
tion of  his  feUow^stu dents  of  former  years,  contributed  essentially 
to  the  foundation  and  success  of  our  ‘most  sanguine  expectations. 

> / ” r NO.  IX.  • ‘ 

The  following  answer  v was.  kindly  made  to  the  application 
forwarded  by  the  Rector  of  St.  Matthew’s  Church  : 

“ Tuesday,  December  10,  1833. 

“ Rev  .and  Dear  Sir, — -I  take  great  pleasure  in  informing  you 
that  the  recommendation  of  the  standing  committee  to  grant  one 
thousand  dollars  to  your  church,  when  the  roof  of  it  shall  be  fin- 
ished, and  its  windows  put  in,  was  unanimously  confirmed  last 
night  by  the  Vestry. 

“ Yours  truly, 

“ WILLIAM  BERRIAN.” 

NO.  X. 

The  Rev.  Henry  M.  Beare,  now  rector  of  Zion  Church,  Little 
Neck,  Queens  County,  L.  I. 


